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Thank you for this opportunity.  Sustainable Pittsburgh is a nonprofit organization that works to advance the policy and practice of sustainable development in the 10-county region of Southwestern Pennsylvania.

The vision for transit starts with a vision for a sustainable Commonwealth as public transportation is one of those investments that really gets at and accelerates the process of sustainability given the positive and simultaneous benefits transit makes to economy, environment and social equity.  Every county in the Commonwealth has some form of public transportation and as such the positive impacts transit bring are something we all have a stake in whether we are riders or not.  

The state and Southwestern Pennsylvania's progress toward a sustainable future will include:

- Decreasing the disparities gap between us all particularly between races and socio-economic levels.  Key to this will be increasing options for mobility to jobs and essential public services. 

- Slowing the among highest in the nation trend of outward sprawl and the cause and effect combination of urban decline.  This can be done by linking land use with investments in public infrastructure and economic development to focus growth in existing communities and rehabilitating our population centers as an express strategy for state and regional economic development.  Making our towns and cities viable helps residents to reduce unnecessary travel thus reducing costs for working families, who otherwise are increasingly spending as much on transportation as on housing.  Transit is a highly effective means to attract and channel growth and development to appropriate places contributing to resource efficiency.  Indeed, future ability to serve a region with transit depends on population densities sufficient to make the whole system viable as was the key recommendation of the recently released report called, "A Regional Strategic Vision for Public Transportation Serving SWPA".  By the way, Allen Biehler was lead author of the report before joining the Governor's cabinet.

- Future sustainability will also bring need to foster the Commonwealth's number one industry, agriculture.  By using transit as a means to guide growth and development to populations centers, we preserve farmland and the demarcation between city and rural while creating efficient commerce for getting goods from the field to the table.  In this way we can sustain both agriculture and our number two state industry - tourism, which I'd presume is based on both our pastoral and urban attractions, not sprawling strip malls.

- And finally on the compass to a sustainable future is the necessity to decrease consumption and gradually wean ourselves from foreign oil dependence.  Given the coming of peak oil, rising prices at the pump, traffic congestion and pollution, global warming and climate change, and the coming of regulation of greenhouse gasses, public transportation is an incredibly important and cost effective strategy -  particularly because, according to the EPA, transportation is the second largest source of carbon emissions.  

By investing in transit we: curb sprawl, reduce pollution and traffic congestion, help the public get to where it needs to go, save the farm and rebuild the city, ready ourselves for a carbon-constrained economy and we signal to the international investment and workforce community that our state is committed to being a world-class, and economically competitive place to be.

In doing so, we join the ranks of prosperous places around the nation where Americas have repeatedly voiced at the polls, with their ridership and pocketbooks that transit is vital.  Americans are saying yes to public transportation spending.  When presented with a well-defined investment package, American citizens have overwhelmingly voted to retain or increase taxes through referenda initiatives as for example, last November voters in 13 states approved 21 of 30 transit-related ballot initiatives for about $40 billion according to American Public Transportation Association.  Furthermore, over the last decade, public transportation's growth rate outpaced the growth rate of the population and the growth rate of vehicle miles traveled on our nation's highways.  

Promoting regional sustainable development will require application of many of the insightful recommendations of the Governor's Transportation Funding and Reform Commission on linking land use and investments in infrastructure to guide equitable development of our regions, which today are the geography of international economic competitiveness.  In funding transit, regardless of source, the state would do well to tie strings to funding and exercise an emphasis on:

1.  A maintenance first approach to fixing and preserving existing road and highways where substantial investment has already been made.

2.  Filling in the gaps in the current system by connecting all modes of transportation.

3.  Enhancement of opportunities for safe pedestrian and bicycle travel, and ride-sharing.

4.  Right-sizing regions by linking land use and growth plans to a strategic public transit system. 

5.  Mitigating congestion through tolling, other market mechanisms, and investment in technology. 

6.  Applying new resources such as tax credits to stimulate development around existing transit.

7.  Providing a transportation agenda that is more balanced and flexible, equipping regions with the predictability of dedicated resources required for long term planning and the flexibility necessary to tailor transportation solutions to future needs, including treating highway and transit projects equally in terms of financing and regulatory oversight. 

Finally, the state should provide enhanced authority at the regional and local levels to fund, plan, and implement transit and require in return, higher standards for managerial efficiency, programmatic effectiveness, and fiscal responsibility.  Foremost, we need project prioritization criteria that is transparently used to determine what gets funded.  Performance criteria would include areas I've addressed such as measures of: improving public health and air quality, lowering transportation costs, expanding transportation options, growing jobs near where people live, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, preserving farms, congestion mitigation, providing access for all people, and steering growth and development in step with regional plans to build a prosperous, sustainable future for Pennsylvania and Southwestern Pennsylvania.

Thank you.
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