Transportation for livable communities
FOR SOUTHWESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

SIGN-UP SHEET

How do you want to be involved during the 2004 Federal and State Transportation Action Campaign?

· Educating and mobilizing your group’s members and friends on transportation initiatives

· Communicating with the public (presentations to other local groups, letters to the editor in newspapers)

· Communicating with elected officials at the state and federal level (phone calls, letters, meetings)

· Communicating with city and county elected officials about the legislation (meetings, letters, calls)

· Communicating with the media (interviews, briefings)

· Attending STPP sponsored press conferences 
· Participating and testifying in legislative hearings (You will be contacted when a hearing is scheduled.)
NAME: ________________________________________________________

ORGANIZATION: _______________________________________________

E-MAIL: ________________________________________________________

PHONE: _____________________

FAX:
 ______________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________

What is the best way to contact you for quick response action?  ______________________

Do you want to receive e-mail updates?  Yes _______

No _______



Do you want to BE CONTACTED BY TELEPHONE?  (for people who do not have e-mail or don’t use it on a frequent basis)


Stay connected to the campaign!

· Respond to Calls for Action that will be coming to you via the e-mail updates or phone calls.

· Close the campaign circle of communications - When you write a letter or contact the press or legislators, provide a copy to David Ginns. Let us know how the contact responded to your request for support. 

TLC CONTACT

David Ginns, Transportation Specialist


Telephone: 412/258-6652

Transportation for Livable Communities


Facsimile: 412/258-6645

c/o Sustainable Pittsburgh



E-mail: dginns@sustainablepittsburgh.org


425 Sixth Avenue  Suite 1335

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  15219

TRANSPORTATION ISSUES UPDATE 

FEBRUARY 27, 2004

ACTION ITEMS

Please identify any questions or comments you have on the issues presented today.

1.
TEA-21 Reauthorization 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
2005-2008 Transportation Improvement Program

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Safe Routes to Schools 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Public Transportation Funding Crisis

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Other Issues 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be An Effective Advocate! 

NM Transportation Initiative Action Campaign 

1. Stay Informed!

· Read our e-mail legislative update, the NM Transportation Information Exchange
· Join the online group, which allows any items on the federal and state legislation to be archived in one cyber-place, for your review any time. Read current legislation, articles, and advocates’ statements.  Send your statements via e-mail! (The group is open to members of non-governmental organizations)  The address is: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nmtransinit/
· Read research studies and newsletters of STPP at www.transact.org. Links to the TEA-3 campaign are provided. 

2. Get the word out!

· Prepare your own statement. Personalize the issue: tell your story. Why do you care about the issue? Or, is there someone you know who has not been served by the system you are trying to change? Use this when you write to the press, and when you meet or write to a legislator. Also, share it with campaign lobbyists and communications coordinators for use in other materials. 

· Make a presentation before interest groups: visit a meeting of senior citizens, service providers for the disadvantaged, people with disabilities, business groups. Provide a hand-out to everyone: use the STPP Fact Sheets and information you have that is specific to local needs.  A basic PowerPoint presentation may be built for campaign organizations that can be modified on the local issues.  Print outs can be made on ‘overhead transparencies’ if computer equipment is not available but an overhead projector is. 

· Organize or attend a press conference on the issue. If you checked off the Press Conference item on the Sign-Up Sheet, STPP-NM will call you when a press conference at the Roundhouse is scheduled. 

· Write a letter to the editor.  Impact public opinion and your local press.  You are welcome to utilize material from letters and articles from STPP that will be posted on the online group. If your organization has joined the Alliance for a New Transportation Charter, use that as an opening in your announcement. 

· Write an opinion-editorial piece for the news; use a sample op-ed if available. Send it to the editor; and follow up within 24 hours with a phone call to request that they print it. Ask when you can expect to see it in print. (The acceptable word count in Albuquerque dailies is 800 words.) 

· Meet with local legislators. 

· Meet with them before the legislative session, preferably in their home district where you live. Take them out for coffee or tea, and keep the meeting brief and to the point. Provide STPP Fact Sheets. 

· During the session: make a brief statement in person, or leave a written note at their office. 

Stay connected to the campaign!

· Respond to Calls for Action that will be coming to you via the e-mail updates or phone calls.

· Close the campaign circle of communications - When you write a letter or contact the press or legislators, provide a copy to DeAnza Valencia or Joanne McEntire. Let us know how the contact responded to your request for support. 

STPP-NM CONTACTS

DeAnza Valencia, Director




Joanne McEntire

Phone: 505-243-8666





Campaign Communications Coordinator

FAX: 505 248-1361





Phone: 505-247-8348

e-mail: dvalencia@transact.org




FAX: 505-244-0283

1001 Marquette Ave. SW




e-mail: jomcen@spinn.net

Albuquerque, NM 87102




PO Box 731









Albuquerque, NM 87103


