February 23, 2004

The Honorable Edward G. Rendell

225 Main Capitol Building

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania   17120

RE:
Public Transportation Funding Crisis

Dear Governor Rendell:

The current members of our coalition (identified below) are concerned with the need to develop a stable and reliable source of funding to ensure that our public transportation systems can continue to meet the needs of our citizens.  

We are writing to you today to transmit a revised proposal to develop a dedicated and reliable source for public transportation funding for the Commonwealth for the fiscal year 2004/05 budget and future years.  The revised proposal reflects additional issues raised by other organizations we have contacted and our support for the February 2003 Pennsylvania Public Transportation Association funding proposal.  We appreciate your signature on Act 46 of 2003 to replace the Public Realty Tax with the Sales and Use Tax to fund the Public Transportation Assistance Fund.

We also greatly appreciate the 3.4 percent increase in funding for public transportation proposed in the fiscal year 2004/05 budget.  However, for fiscal year 2004/05, SEPTA predicts a $70 million shortfall and the Port Authority of Allegheny County anticipates its operating deficit will be almost $30 million.  There are many smaller urban, rural and community transit systems that face similar desperate situations.  We will soon again be faced with public hearings to react to these extensive service reductions and/or fare increases resulting from the funding shortfalls.  

We know that you support public transportation as a key component of economic development that not only ensures current service levels, but also allows the public transportation systems to grow to meet the needs of the citizens of Pennsylvania.  The proposed PennDOT Home Town Streets program could accomplish objective by incorporating bus shelters, benches, and bays coordinated traffic signals to facilitate the movement of transit vehicles.  This program is an opportunity to increase public participation and address equity in the programming and design of our transportation system.  We have copied Secretary Allen Biehler to discuss these opportunities for incorporation into his budget message to the Senate and House Appropriations Committees.

We greatly appreciate your direction and assistance in this matter and will continue to provide you input to support solutions to the public transportation crisis facing Pennsylvania.

Sincerely,

Pennsylvania Allliance of Public Transportation Advocates

Richard LeGrande, Allegheny County Transit Council, Pittsburgh 

John Ward, Modern Transit Partnership, Harrisburg 

Marc Stier, Northwest Campaign for Public Transportation, Philadelphia 

Peter Javsicas, Pennsylvanians for Transportation Solutions, Inc., Philadelphia
Ayanna King/Fred Brown, Pittsburgh Transportation Equity Project

Stephen Donahue, Save Our Transit, Pittsburgh

David R. Ginns, Transportation for Livable Communities, Pittsburgh
Attachment

C VIA FACSIMILE:

Allen D. Biehler, P.E., Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation –

717/787-5491


Senator Robert C. Jubelirer, President Pro Tempore, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/787-9091


Senator Robert J. Mellow, Floor Leader, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/783-5198

Representative John Perzel, Speaker, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/787-9404

Representative H. William DeWeese, Leader, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/772-3605

Senator Roger A. Madigan, Majority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/772-0575


Senator J. Barry Stout, Minority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/772-2108


Senator Robert J. Thompson, Majority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/772-1819

Senator Vincent J. Fumo, Minority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/783-5210

Representative Richard A. Geist, Majority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/772-5142

Representative Keith R. McCall, Minority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/772-1231

Representative David G. Argall, Majority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/783-8657

Representative Dwight Evans, Minority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/787-2334

Allegheny County House and Senate Delegations

Philadelphia County House and Senate Delegations

Cumberland County House and Senate Delegations

Dauphin County House and Senate Delegations

Lancaster County House and Senate Delegations

Lebanon County House and Senate Delegations

York County House and Senate Delegations

Paul P. Skoutelas, P.E., Chief Executive Officer, Port Authority of Allegheny County

Faye Moore, General Manager, Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 
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