FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
         State operating assistance to public transportation has been frozen in six of the past nine years and, factoring in inflation, has fallen by more than 12 percent since FY 1995
         The Public Transportation Assistance Fund, the second largest source of transit operating funds, has repeatedly fallen short of state estimates 
         As a result of operating assistance shortfalls, Port Authority raised its base fare to $1.60 in 2001 and to $1.75 in 2002, at which time it also reduced bus and rail service by 7 percent 
         Port Authority carries approximately 50 percent of workers and shoppers in Downtown Pittsburgh and plays a vital role in the local economy by linking people to jobs 
         Over the past seven years, Port Authority has implemented more than $145 million in cost savings initiatives, including the elimination of 141 positions and hiring, wage and salary freezes for all employee groups 
         Public hearings in 2003 on additional fare increases and service cuts, including a base fare of $2 and the elimination of Sunday service and weeknight service after 9 p.m., prompted testimony, e-mail and letters from thousands of customers who underscored the importance of public transit to their daily lives 
         Port Authority faces a $30 million deficit and significant budget challenges due to the skyrocketing cost of health care, fuel and pension contributions (diesel fuel costs alone will increase Port Authority’s FY ‘05 operating budget by more than $5 million) 
         SEPTA in Philadelphia now faces a $62 million budget deficit and is proposing to raise fares 25 percent, cut service dramatically and eliminate 1,400 jobs 
         The Pennsylvania Public Transportation Association supports the passage of Senate Bill 1162 and House Bill 2697, identical legislation with strong local and statewide bipartisan support which will generate approximately $282 million statewide and $64 million for Port Authority annually 
         The proposed legislation, also supported by rider advocacy groups across the state, represents the best opportunity to achieve an immediate and long-term solution for providing predictable and growing funding for public transportation 
         Elimination of Port Authority capital projects, such as the North Shore Connector, would not decrease the Authority’s budget deficit by one cent, as federal, state and county funds are provided solely for these capital improvements 
         An independent review confirmed Port Authority’s and SEPTA’s financial crises, attributed them largely to years of stagnant state funding, and called for a dedicated, predictable and growing source of funding for Pennsylvania’s public transportations systems 
         Find further information on Port Authority’s Web site:  www.ridegold.com  
         Find and contact your state legislators:  www.legis.state.pa.us 

