December 16, 2003

Craig R. Shuey
Executive Director
Senate Transportation Committee
Office of Senator Robert A. Madigan, Chairman
Room 286 Main Capitol
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

VIA FACSIMILE: 717/772-0575

RE: Public Transportation Funding

Dear Mr. Shuey:

We appreciate meeting with you and Robert Dampman of Senator Tomlinson's office on December 8. As we discussed, the members of our coalition (identified below) are concerned with the need to develop a stable and reliable source of funding to ensure that our public transportation systems can continue to meet the needs of our citizens.

As we understand it, this is the week that public transportation funding will or will not be addressed. Apparently the legislature is not going to be in session again until February. With April elections coming up, voting for a tax increase is likely to be difficult. There is no telling when further action might be taken. Meanwhile, SEPTA predicts a $70 million shortfall that will result in extensive service reductions and/or fare increases. Such onerous proposals will occur at the same time that SEPTA will be facing labor contract negotiations that could cause service disruptions in March. Pittsburgh anticipates its deficit next year will be almost $30 million. There are many smaller urban, rural and community transit systems throughout the commonwealth that face similar desperate situations.

At this crucial juncture in the legislative process, a number of sensible funding initiatives for public transportation are now on the table. We look to the sound judgment and expertise of our representatives to move forward with dispatch and enact them. For the short term, we urge you to restore the cut in operating subsidies and take steps to replace the unreliable Public Utility Realty Tax Act (PURTA) currently dedicated to transit with a more reliable source. For the long term there are two critical action steps to bring fiscal health to Pennsylvania's public transportation systems:

1. Adoption of the Pennsylvania Public Transportation Association proposal for $250 million in new funding both for capital and operating expenses
2. Removal of the cap on the Sales and Use Tax which applies to public transportation

The resulting fiscal support for public transportation would not permit major expansion of service, but it would at least ensure service stabilization and maintenance of good repair for capital facilities. Without these three steps, the Philadelphia region, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg - in fact the entire state - will be at risk for an economic downturn precipitated by a shriveling public transportation system.

We greatly appreciate your direction and assistance in this matter and will continue to provide you input to support our proposal to address the public transportation crisis.

Yours truly,

Peter Javsicas, Pennsylvanians for Transportation Solutions, Inc., Philadelphia
Marc Stier, Northwest Campaign for Public Transportation, Philadelphia
Richard LeGrande, Allegheny County Transit Council, Pittsburgh
Ayanna King/Fred Brown, Pittsburgh Transportation Equity Project
Steve Donahue, Save Our Transit, Pittsburgh
David R. Ginns, Transportation for Livable Communities, Pittsburgh

CC VIA FACSIMILE:
Senator Robert C. Jubelirer, President Pro Tempore, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/787-9091
Senator Robert J. Mellow, Floor Leader, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/783-5198
Representative Matthew J. Ryan, Speaker, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/787-9404
Representative H. William DeWeese, Leader, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/772-3605
Senator J. Barry Stout, Minority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/772-2108
Senator Robert J. Thompson, Majority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/772-1819
Senator Vincent J. Fumo, Minority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/783-5210
Representative Richard A. Geist, Majority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/772-5142
Representative Keith R. McCall, Minority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/772-1231
Representative David G. Argall, Majority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/783-8657
Representative Dwight Evans, Minority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/787-2334
Allegheny County House and Senate Delegations
Philadelphia County House and Senate Delegations

