
 

 
 

Appendix III: 
 

Comparable Indicators 
By Project 

 
(listed by PCSC Goal Areas) 
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Health and the Environment 
 
                                                      Health 
Number of hospital beds per 100,000 residents    X                 
Percentage of children immunized by age two     X     X X          
Percentage of infants born with low birthweight (including disaggregation by ethnicity) X    X     X X          
Physicians per 100,000 people  X  X     X            
Number of children exposed to dangerous air (age 0-13)        X             
Medical costs (unclear specifics of indicator)         X            
Percentage of people with health care insurance           X          
Achievement of national goals for unhealthy behaviors          X           
                                                 Environment 
Annual average fine particulate matter levels measured in micrograms per cubic meter 
(air) 

    X                

Annual average total suspended particulate matter levels measured in micrograms per 
cubic meter (air) 

    X                

Average highest hourly ozone levels measured in parts per billion     X                
Mass and frequency of combined sewer overflows       X              
Mass of pollutants in wastewater       X              
Number of good air quality days per year (no. days exceeded Federal Clean Air 
Standards) (or conversely, bad air quality days) 

X       X  X X          

Water & stream quality (percentage of monitored waters suitable for swimming and 
acquatic life/ Percentage of monitored wells that exceed the health risk limit for nitrate) 

 X      X   X          

Carbon emissions          X           
 



 

Economic Prosperity 
 
                                                    Employment & Income 
Increase in number of jobs by sector in the region    X      X           
Labor force participation rate/people age 16-64 who are employed    X       X          
Percent of people who want to work full-time who actually work full-time           X          
Ratio of employment growth to labor supply          X           
Number of area jobs  X                   
Number of Employed persons (in millions)        X             
Percentage net employment/job growth     X    X X           
Percentage of employment concentrated in the top ten employers X                    
Percentage of people employed in San Francisco who live in San Francisco       X              
New manufacturing jobs  X                   
Median family income as a percentage of U.S. median family income           X          
Regional unemployment rates (some disaggregate by ethnicity and gender) X X  X X   X X  X          
                                                     Poverty 
Average monthly over-the-counter food stamp issuances     X                
Households (# and percentage) with incomes below the poverty level        X   X          
Percent of children (or people)  living in poverty X X  X       X          
Occupied public housing units in Chattanooga (city)     X                
Percentage of public school students receiving free/reduced lunches     X      X          
                                               Economic sectors and performance 
Construction jobs as a percent of total jobs  X                   
Diversity index for metro areas    X                 
Estimated Travel & Recreation oriented businesses  X                   
Fortune 500 companies headquartered in the area    X                 
Relative size of goods-producing and service-producing sectors  X                   
Ratio of private sector employment provided by small firms (<20 employees) vs. mid-
large size firms (>20 employees) 

 X                   

Recreation/Tourist related employment in lodging, restaurants, recreation services, and 
private campgrounds 

 X                   

Housing affordability ratio X         X           
New residential and commercial construction (by county/region)/change in housing 
permits since 1995 

 X       X            

Number of new housing starts          X           
Per capita retail sales     X                
Percent of CMSA’s total retail sales in each city    X                 
Service sector wages relative to average private sector wages (index)  X                   
Vacancy rates for industrial/office space    X      X           
Change in average home value since 1995         X            
Cost of living index         X            
Median price (3 bedroom home)         X            
Ratio of average regional real wages to average national real wages           X           
Percent of state’s exports supplied by the region          X           



Number of new business starts (vs. business deaths)          X X          
Amount of venture capital          X           
Corporate R&D as share of sales          X           
Federal R&D at area universities          X           

Equity 
 
Income earned by suburban residents per $1.00 earned by central city residents    X                 
Number of city crimes per 100  suburban crimes    X                 
Per capita income (some disaggregated by ethnicity and gender) X X   X   X  X           
Percent of boards that are women relative to national average          X           
Percentage of public school teachers who are African-American, American Indian, 
Asian-American, or Hispanic 

          X          

Home ownership rate disaggregated by ethnicity           X          
Employment rate of people with disabilities who are able to work           X          

Conservation of Nature 
 
Park to land area ratio   X                  
Public open space – acres      X               
Total metro park acres per 1,000 population   X                  
Support for parks and recreation   X                  
Acres of land per capita for a range of land uses (residential, commercial, open space, 
transportation, wilderness) (and changes in land use) 

X          X          

Land use (% residential, commercial, industrial, open space, vacant, etc.)        X             
Land in federal, state and regional parks, forests and wildlife refuges           X          
Miles of recreational trails           X          

Stewardship 
 
                                                   Energy 
Energy usage – million mBTUs per year (total and per capita)      X     X          
Renewable and nonrenewable energy (in BTU’s) consumed per capita/percent of 
regional energy supplied from renewable sources within the state 

X          X          

                                              Transportation 
Average vehicle speed on highways (mph)        X             
Average (weekday fixed-route) ridership on city bus system     X X               
Modes of transportation to work        X             
Per capita transit ridership          X           
                                                 Recycling 
Average monthly tonnage from curbside recycling in Chattanooga/pounds recycled per 
person per day (L.A.) 

    X   X             

Landfilled solid waste – tons per year/pounds per person per day (L.A.)      X  X             
Tons of solid waste generated (L.A. – pounds produced per person per day) and recycled 
per capita per year 

X       X   X          

Percentage of solid waste recycled        X             



                                                    Water  
Gallons of water consumed per capita X      X   X X          
Recycled water use (gallons or million acre feet per year)       X X             
Wastewater flows – million gallons per day      X               
Water usage – gallons per day/million acre feet per year      X  X             
Percent of water recycled        X             

Sustainable Communities 
 
                                                           Safety 
Crime index per 100,000 population     X                
Crimes per 100,000 people    X                 
DUI convictions per 100,000 population     X                
Juvenile crime rate/apprehensions of children for violent and property crimes X          X          
Motor vehicle thefts per 100,000 population     X                
Murders per 100,000 population     X                
Property crimes yearly per 100,000 people         X            
Total motor vehicle traffic accidents per 100,000 population     X                
Total violent crime rate relative to state (nation)  X       X  X          
Rapes per 100,000 population     X                
Aggravated assaults per 100,000 population     X                
                                                       Transportation 
Airline traffic at the Metropolitan airport     X                
Annual fixed-route miles traveled by CARTA (bus system)     X                
Average work trip travel time (ave. 12 miles in minutes)        X X            
Registered personal vehicles in Hamilton County     X                
Vehicle miles traveled per capita (or total vehicle miles traveled per day) X       X   X          
                                                    Infant mortality 
Infant mortality rate ( per 1,000 live births) (disaggregate for ethnicity)    X X      X          
                                           Community Economic Viability 
Amount of food grown in Washington, food exports and food imports X                    
Local job growth relative to population growth  X                   
Local wages as a percent of income  X                   
New privately owned housing units     X                

Civic Engagement 
 
Percentage of voting age population registered to vote     X                
Voter participation (percentage of registered voters who voted in general elections) X X   X      X          
Per capita of MSA giving to United Way      X                
Percent of population giving to charity and percent of income they give          X           
Large company giving per local employee          X           
Percent of MSA population giving to United Way     X                
Percentage of income tax filers who check the box to contribute $5 to campaign 
financing 

          X          

 



Population 
 
Births to teenage mothers (relative to state (nation))  X  X X                
Dependent population (<18 and > 65 years)    X                 
Percentage of all live births to mothers without 12 years of school completed     X                
Percentage of all live births to unmarried mothers     X                
Percentage of population over 65  X                   
Persons per square mile    X                 
Teen pregnancy rate per 1,000 females age 10-17     X                
Total population (with annual growth/decline rate) X X  X    X   X          

International Responsibility 
 
                     
                     

Education 
 
Enrollment at area community colleges          X           
Adult literacy rate X                    
Average classroom teacher’s salary in the county/city public schools     X                
Expenditures on education per student (in county, city public schools)  X   X                
Major cultural resources per 100,000 residents   X                  
Overall expenditures on library materials per capita   X                  
Percent of enrolled 9th graders who graduate from high school (by ethnicity, gender, and 
income level)/High school drop out rate 

X X   X    X X X          

Percent of people with college and high school education    X       X          
Performance on ACT/SAT (disaggregate for ethnicity)  X        X X          
Usage rates for libraries and community centers X X                   
Number of library books per capita         X            
Number of engineering graduates from local Universities          X           
Percentage of jobs at top firms that require more than a high school diploma          X           
Percentage of high school graduates pursuing advanced education or training           X          
Percentage of recent two-year public college graduates employed in a job related to their 
training 

          X          

 



 

Other 
 
Age-adjusted deaths from all accidents per 100,000 population     X                
Age-adjusted deaths from all cancers per 100,000 population     X                
Age-adjusted deaths from heart disease per 100,000 population     X                
Age-adjusted deaths from motor vehicle accidents per 10,000 population     X                
Age-adjusted deaths from stroke per 100,000 population     X                
Age-adjusted suicides per 100,000 population     X                
Average monthly number od children in foster care in hamilton county per 1,000 
children under age 18 

    X                

Marriages and divorces per 1,000 population     X                
Reported cases of child abuse and neglect in hamilton county per 1,000 children under 
age 18 (or number of abused/neglected children) 

    X      X          

Reported HIV+ and AIDS diagnoses per 100,000 population      X                
Reported primary and secondary syphilis cases per 100,000 population     X                
Reported Tuberculosis cases per 100,000 population     X                
Number of 4 and 5 star restaurants         X            
Money magazine best places to live rating         X            
Change in average home value since 1995         X            
Per capita city revenue vs. federal and state city revenue          X           
Ratio of gross state product to energy consumption           X          
                     
                     

Non-comparable indicators that Pittsburgh may want to track 
 
Gasoline consumption per capita X                    
Acres of habitat restored       X              
Average postconsumer recycled/tree-free content of city office paper      X               
City purchases of hazardous materials      X               
Cost effectiveness: value per $1 invested        X             
Estimated annual deaths from particulates in the air        X             
Estimated health cost savings if particulate levels reduced        X             
Hazardous waste generated by city operations      X               
Hours of delay from highway congestion (in millions of hours/day)        X             
Households with serious housing problems (including physical defects, overcrowding or 
paying more than 30% of income for shelter) 

       X   X          

Implementation of a sustainable schools program      X               
Number of community gardens      X               
Number of existing buildings that join the Building Air Quality Alliance Program (or 
similar voluntary program) 

      X              

Number of people going to clinics for respiratory problems       X              
Number of San Francisco enterprises adopting ISO 14000 standards (?)       X              



Number of San Francisco manufacturers using recovered secondary materials as raw 
materials 

      X              

Number of trees in public spaces      X               
Particulates (PM10) - % above State Standard        X             
Peak concentrations of ozone (% above federal standard)        X             
Pediatric asthma population exposed to dangerous air (age < 18)        X             
Percent of vehicle miles in extreme congestion        X             
Percentage of new cars registered in the area which are alternatively fueled        X              
Registered “Environmental” license plates     X                
Sources of pollutants VOC’s, Nitrogen Oxides, particulates (tons per day)        X             
Time for a trip of 20 miles (minutes)        X             
Total home purchase loans made by Chattanooga Neighborhood Enterprise      X               
Total primary, secondary and private enrollment in area schools      X               
Transportation equity: projected benefit distribution of regional transportation 
improvement plan 1997-2020 (by income bracket) 

       X             

Daily fuel consumption by light and medium duty vehicles (in thousands of gallons/day)        X             
Types of fuel for on-road vehicles        X             
Energy sources (petroleum, natural gas, nuclear, coal, renewables)        X             
Percentage of families participating in recycling programs        X             
Child support collections          X           
Child care vacancies          X           
Child care costs          X           
Trends in the population of birds that are “indicator species” for five habitat types           X          
Annual real growth in the gross state product           X          
                     
                     
                     
 


