February 7, 2005 
	The Honorable John M. Perzel 
	The Honorable Robert C. Jubelirer 

	Speaker of the House 
	President Pro Tempore 

	Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
	Pennsylvania Senate 

	110 Main Capitol Building 
	292 Main Capitol Building 

	Harrisburg, Pennsylvania   17120 
	Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 


RE:
Public Transportation Funding Crisis
Dear Representative Perzel and Senator Jubelirer: 
Several transit agencies statewide, including SEPTA and the Port Authority of Allegheny County, are facing imminent drastic cutbacks in service and substantial fare increases. It is our understanding that should the General Assembly take action to find the needed source of funds to address the deficits of Port Authority and SEPTA that these drastic actions could be modified or rescinded. 

The Pennsylvania Alliance of Public Transportation Advocates (PAPTA) therefore calls on the General Assembly to seek a permanent and reliable source of funding for our public transportation systems as had been outlined in last year’s Greenleaf and Taylor bills (SB 1162 and HB 2697).  The permanent funding solution should be incorporated into the development of the Commonwealth’s fiscal year 2005/06 budget.

PAPTA is comprised of several local and regional transportation advocacy and transportation related-business organizations. A copy of the PAPTA platform is attached for your reference. Throughout the previous legislative session we campaigned diligently for the General Assembly to develop a dedicated and reliable source of public transportation funding statewide. This included rallies at the Capitol in October and November of 2004 as well as advocacy for funding proposals advanced by the Pennsylvania Public Transportation Association. 
We greatly appreciate your direction and assistance in this matter and will continue to provide you input to support solutions to the public transportation crisis facing Pennsylvania. 
Sincerely
David R. Ginns
Pennsylvania Alliance of Public Transportation Advocates 
 

Pennsylvania Alliance of Public Transportation Advocates
John Tague, Allegheny County Transit Council, Pittsburgh 
Richard LeGrande and Reverend Jonnie Monroe, Ship of Zion, Pittsburgh 
John Ward, Modern Transit Partnership, Harrisburg 
Marc Stier, Philadelphia Transit Campaign, Philadelphia 
Peter Javsicas, Pennsylvanians for Transportation Solutions, Inc. (PenTrans), Philadelphia 
Fred Brown, Transportation Equity Project/Transit Riders Union Evolving, Pittsburgh 
Amanda Zeiders, Save Our Transit, Pittsburgh 
David R. Ginns, Transportation for Livable Communities, Pittsburgh 
Esther L. Bush, President and CEO, The Urban League of Pittsburgh, Inc., Pittsburgh 
Hillary Aisenstein, Chair, Green Party of Philadelphia, Philadelphia  
Pat Clark, Ground Zero/Ultraviolet Loop, Pittsburgh 
John Tassone, Coordinator, Pennsylvania Transportation Alliance (representing rural and disability public transportation), Harrisburg 
National Association of Social Workers, Pennsylvania Chapter 
John Hanger, President and CEO, Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future (PennFuture) 
Lance Haver, Director Consumer Affairs, City of Philadelphia 
Committee for Accessible Transportation (CAT), Pittsburgh (Advisory Board to Port Authority of Allegheny County for paratransit) 
Ariel Ben Amos, Young Involved Philadelphians 
Enclosure 
C VIA FACSIMILE: 
Allen D. Biehler, P.E., Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation – 
717/787-5491 
Senator David J. Brightbill, Majority Floor Leader, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/787-3455 

Senator Robert J. Mellow, Floor Leader, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/783-5198 

Representative Samuel H. Smith, Majority Whip - 717/787-6564 
Representative H. William DeWeese, Leader, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/772-3605 
Representative Michael R. Veon, Whip, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/772-3074 
Senator Roger A. Madigan, Majority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/772-0575 

Senator J. Barry Stout, Minority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/772-2108


Senator Robert J. Thompson, Majority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania Senate - 717/772-1819 
Senator Vincent J. Fumo, Minority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania Senate – 717/783-5210 
Representative Richard A. Geist, Majority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives - 717/772-5142 
Representative Keith R. McCall, Minority Chair, Transportation Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/772-1231 
Representative David G. Argall, Majority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/783-8657 
Representative Dwight Evans, Minority Chair, Appropriations Committee, Pennsylvania House of Representatives – 717/787-2334 
Allegheny County House and Senate Delegations 
Philadelphia County House and Senate Delegations 
Cumberland County House and Senate Delegations 
Dauphin County House and Senate Delegations 
Lancaster County House and Senate Delegations
Lebanon County House and Senate Delegations
York County House and Senate Delegations
Martha Pierce, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Public Transportation Association
Michael Imbrogno, Chairman, Pennsylvania Public Transportation Association
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