NEWS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD ON DRASTIC
SERVICE REDUCTIONS AND FARE INCREASES
 
Pittsburgh, PA – Due to continued state underfunding of public transportation, Port Authority Chief Executive Officer Paul P. Skoutelas today announced with great reluctance that Port Authority has no option but to propose drastic transit fare increases and service reductions that would impact every Port Authority customer. A public hearing to accept public comment on the fare increases and service reductions has been scheduled for November 4 at the Sheraton Station Square.
“The fact that Port Authority is forced to take this action once again speaks to the critical need to establish a dedicated, predictable and growing source of funding for public transportation in Pennsylvania,” said Mr. Skoutelas.  “Without adequate funding, Port Authority will be forced to implement these draconian measures that will have devastating and long-term impacts on the region.”
Last year Port Authority was facing a $20 million deficit and managed to balance its budget largely as a result of a one-time transfer of $10 million in federal flex dollars and additional cost reductions implemented by the Authority. This year Port Authority is facing a deficit in excess of $30 million, due to years of stagnant and reduced state funding and skyrocketing health care, diesel fuel and pension costs.
Other transit agencies across the commonwealth are also facing financial difficulties.  For example, the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) in Philadelphia is facing a $62 million deficit.  To offset its deficit, SEPTA has proposed a 25 percent fare increase and a 20 percent across the board service reduction that would result in the layoff of approximately 1,400 employees.
“Port Authority has aggressively cut costs in an effort to offset the lack of adequate transit funding in Pennsylvania,” said Mr. Skoutelas. “We have eliminated 141 jobs, including 15 percent of the administrative workforce, frozen wages and hiring, and reduced numerous other expenses.  All told, we have cut $145 million of operating costs over the past seven years.  However, given the state’s chronic under-funding of public transportation, there is simply no way to make up for a deficit of this magnitude, and the problem will only worsen if not addressed.” 
As such, Port Authority is presenting the following proposed service reductions and fare increases for public comment:
· Elimination of all Saturday, Sunday and holiday bus, rail and ACCESS service; 

· Elimination of all bus, rail, Mon Incline and ACCESS service after 9:00 p.m.; 

· Elimination of approximately one-third (70) of the Authority’s 210 bus/rail routes and restructuring of the remaining routes as may be necessary to optimize remaining services; 

· Elimination of special event shuttle services (Fourth of July, Regatta, Pittsburgh Steelers and other special events); 

· Increase in the base fare to $2.50 for bus, rail, Mon Incline and ACCESS riders, with proportionate increases in pre-paid passes and tickets; 

· Reduction in the use of transfers from three hours to 90 minutes; 

· Doubling of the fare for ACCESS riders living beyond three-fourths of a mile of a Port Authority bus or rail route.  Under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) regulations, Port Authority is not required to offer paratransit service to persons living beyond three-fourths of a mile of a bus or rail route; and 

· Tripling of the fare for ACCESS convenience rides. Convenience rides are those taken by persons who are determined able to use fixed route bus and rail service but choose to use ACCESS instead. These riders currently pay double the fare rate. Port Authority is not required to offer convenience trips under ADA regulations.  

The fare increase would be implemented on or about February 1, 2005 and all service reductions would be effective in March 2005. Under the proposal, Port Authority would also close one operating location and lay off approximately 500 employees.
“These actions will greatly diminish the utility and availability of public transportation in Allegheny County,” said Mr. Skoutelas.  “Thousands of residents will be left without transportation options to jobs, education, health care and other vital destinations, and the regional economy will suffer.”
To address years of state funding shortfalls, legislation was introduced in June in the State Senate and House of Representatives that would generate approximately $282 million statewide for public transit from existing sales tax revenues.
“This is the type of legislation that is critically needed for Port Authority and other public transit agencies in Pennsylvania,” said Mr. Skoutelas. 
The public hearing will be held on November 4 at the Sheraton Station Square.  Testimony will be taken from 11:00 a.m. to 1 p.m., 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Individuals wishing to testify at the hearing are highly encouraged to pre-register prior to the public hearing by calling (412) 566-5103 weekdays from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., or the TTY number, (412) 231-7007, for the speech and hearing impaired. Oral testimony will be limited to three minutes per speaker. Persons who have not pre-registered may register at the hearing, but only will be called upon to speak if time slots are available. 
Those wishing to testify in writing should address their comments to Port Authority Fare and Service Proposal, Heinz 57 Center, 345 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15222-2527. Public comments are also being accepted at Port Authority’s Web site, www.RideGold.com. The deadline for receipt of written comments is 4:00 p.m. on November 23, 2004.
Information on the proposal soon will be available on Port Authority's Web site and at the Authority’s Downtown Service Center, 534 Smithfield Street, on buses and light rail vehicles, at Port Authority pass and ticket sales outlets and at all major schedule rack locations, including all downtown subway stations.
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Editor's note:  A complete listing of the fare and service proposal that Port Authority is presenting to the public for review and comment can be found here.
